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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
TRANSFERRING AND/OR WORKING NEAR
A RADIOACTIVE PAYLOAD USING
SHIELD-GATE APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATIONS

This application is a divisional of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 14/118,848, filed Nov. 19, 2013, now allowed, which
is a national stage entry under 35 U.S.C. §371 of International
Application No. PCT/US2012/038898, filed May 21, 2012,
which in turn claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/487,823, filed May 19, 2011, the entire-
ties of which are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to systems and
methods of handling and/or working near radioactive pay-
loads, and specifically to system and methods of transferring
and/or working near radioactive payloads using a shield-gate
structure.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

During the handling and/or working near radioactive
waste, such as high level radioactive waste which includes
spent nuclear fuel, it is important that the radioactive payload
be shielded from the external environment to the maximum
extent possible to protect both the environment and nearby
workers. Radioactive payloads include filters, spent nuclear
fuel rods, vitrified waste, and other forms of both high level
and low level radioactive materials. Providing adequate
shielding for the radioactive payload becomes especially
challenging when the radioactive payload either needs to be
transferred from one shielding container to another shielding
container and/or when work needs to be performed near said
radioactive payload. In instances of transfer, the potential
danger of radiation shine is prevalent not only when the
radioactive payload is being physically moved from one
shielding container to another shielding container, but also
when the removable lids of the various containment struc-
tures have to be removed to access the cavity in which the
radioactive payload is situated. In instances of work, the
danger of substantial radiation shine is also prevalent due to
the creation of openings and other access passageways that
are necessarily created so that various tools can be inserted
into the cavity from the external atmosphere for performing
the desired work.

Efforts have been made to introduce mating devices that
minimize radiation shine during spent nuclear fuel transfer
procedures between transfer casks and storage casks. Such
systems and methods are disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,853,
697, issued Feb. 8, 2005, to the assignee of the present appli-
cation. However, such systems and methods are not ideal for
performing the aspect of the transfer and/or work procedure
wherein the radioactive payload needs to be lifted out of a
shielding container and/or work needs to be performed within
the cavity in which the radioactive payload is located. Thus, a
need exists for improved systems and methods for transfer-
ring and/or working near a radioactive payload.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, the invention can be a system for
transferring a radioactive payload comprising: a first shield-
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2

ing container comprising a first cavity and a removable
shielding lid, the radioactive payload located within the first
cavity: a shield-gate apparatus comprising a body, a passage-
way extending along an axis through the body from a first
opening in a top surface of the body to a second opening in a
bottom surface of the body, and one or more movable shield-
ing gates, the one or more shielding gates movable between:
(1) a closed state in which the one or more shielding gates
block the passageway; and (2) an open state in which the one
or more shielding gates do not obstruct the passageway; the
shield-gate apparatus positioned atop the first shielding con-
tainer, the removable shielding lid having a bottom portion
having a transverse cross-section that substantially corre-
sponds to a transverse cross-section of the opening in the top
surface of the body of the shield-gate apparatus in both size
and shape.

In another aspect, the invention can be a system for facili-
tating work within a cavity of a first shielding container
containing a radioactive payload, the system comprising: a
shield-gate apparatus comprising a body, a passageway
extending along an axis through the body from a first opening
in a top surface of the body to a second opening in a bottom
surface of the body, and one or more movable shielding gates,
the one or more shielding gates movable between: (1) a closed
state in which the one or more gates block the passageway;
and (2) an open state in which the one or more gates do not
obstruct the passageway, the shield-gate apparatus positioned
atop the first shielding container; a shielding block positioned
atop the body of the shield-gate apparatus to enclose the first
opening; and a retaining feature that prevents relative trans-
verse movement between the shielding block and the shield-
gate apparatus while allowing relative rotation between the
shielding block and the shield-gate apparatus about a central
axis of the shielding block.

In a further aspect, the invention can be a method of trans-
ferring a radioactive payload from a first shielding container
to a second shielding container comprising: a) positioning a
shield-gate apparatus atop the first shielding container, the
shield-gate apparatus comprising a body, a passageway
extending along an axis through the body from a first opening
in a top surface of the body to a second opening in a bottom
surface of the body, and one or more movable shielding gates;
b) opening the one or more shielding gates of the shield-gate
apparatus; c¢) lifting a removable shielding lid of the first
shielding container through the passageway until the remov-
able shielding lid is above the one or more shielding gates and
closing the one or more shielding gates of the shield-gate
apparatus; d) positioning a shielding block atop the shield-
gate structure to enclose the first opening, the shielding block
comprising a central axis and a first tool port offset from the
central axis of the shielding block; e) removing a first shield-
ing plug from the first tool port and opening the one or more
shielding gates of the shield-gate apparatus; f) rotating the
shielding block about the central axis of the shielding block to
a first rotational position; g) inserting a first tool through the
first tool port and removing one of a plurality of fasteners that
secure a removable pressure vessel lid to a pressure vessel
body using the first tool, the radioactive payload positioned
within the pressure vessel; h) rotating the shielding block
about the central axis from the first rotational position to a
second rotational position; i) removing another one of the
plurality of fasteners using the first tool; j) removing a second
radiation shielding plug from a second tool port of the shield-
ing block that is aligned with the central axis of the shielding
block; k) inserting a second tool through the second tool port
and lifting the pressure vessel lid through the passageway
using the second tool until the pressure vessel lid contacts the
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shielding block; 1) lifting both the shielding block and the
removable pressure vessel lid using the second tool until the
removable pressure vessel lid is above the one or more gates
of the shield-gate apparatus and closing the one or more
shielding gates of the shield-gate apparatus; k) positioning a
second shielding container atop the shield-gate apparatus and
opening the one or more shielding gates of the shield-gate
apparatus; and 1) lifting the radioactive payload through the
passageway and into a second cavity of the second shielding
container.

In still another aspect, the invention can be a method of
providing access to a radioactive payload located within a
first cavity of a first shielding container, the method compris-
ing: a) positioning a shield-gate apparatus atop the first
shielding container, the shield-gate apparatus comprising a
body, a passageway extending along an axis through the body
from a first opening in a top surface of the body to a second
opening in a bottom surface of the body, and one or more
movable shielding gates that are open; and b) lifting a remov-
able shielding 1id of the first shielding container through the
passageway and closing the one or more shielding gates of the
shield-gate apparatus, wherein the removable shielding lid is
maintained in a position in which either: (1) a bottom surface
of'the removable shielding lid is disposed within the passage-
way at a height above the one or more shielding gates; or (2)
the bottom surface of the removable shielding lid is substan-
tially flush with the top surface of the body of the shield-gate
apparatus, during the closing of the one or more shielding
gates.

In yet another aspect, the invention can be a method of
providing access to a radioactive payload located within a
pressure vessel disposed within a first cavity of a first shield-
ing container, the method comprising: a) positioning a shield-
gate apparatus atop the first shielding container, the shield-
gate apparatus comprising a body, a passageway extending
along an axis through the body from a first opening in a top
surface of the body to a second opening in a bottom surface of
the body, and one or more movable shielding gates that are
open; b) positioning a shielding block atop the shield-gate
apparatus to enclose the first opening; c¢) inserting a tool
through a tool port in the shielding block and engaging with
the tool a removable pressure vessel lid that has been unfas-
tened from a pressure vessel body; d) lifting the removable
pressure vessel lid through the passageway until the remov-
able pressure vessel lid contacts the shielding block with the
tool; and e) lifting both the shielding block and the removable
pressure vessel lid using the tool until the removable pressure
vessel lid is above the one or more gates of the shield-gate
apparatus and closing the one or more shielding gates of the
shield-gate apparatus.

In an even further aspect, the invention can be a method of
working within a first cavity of a first shielding container
containing a radioactive payload, the system comprising: a)
positioning a shield-gate apparatus atop the first shielding
container, the shield-gate apparatus comprising a body, a
passageway extending along an axis through the body from a
first opening in a top surface of the body to a second opening
in a bottom surface of the body, and one or more movable
shielding gates that are open; b) positioning a shielding block
atop the shield-gate apparatus to enclose the first opening, the
shielding block comprising a tool port that is offset from an
axis of rotation of the shielding block; ¢) inserting a tool
through the tool port and into the first cavity; and d) rotating
the shielding block relative to the first shielding container
about the rotational axis from a first rotational position to a

10

30

40

45

4

second rotational position, wherein the tool performs work at
the first rotational position and at the second rotational posi-
tion.

Further areas of applicability of the present invention will
become apparent from the detailed description provided here-
inafter. It should be understood that the detailed description
and specific examples, while indicating the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention, are intended for purposes ofillustration
only and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will become more fully understood
from the detailed description and the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a cut-away view of a first shielding container
having a pressure vessel containing a radioactive payload
disposed therein according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a top perspective view of a shield-gate apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present invention, wherein
the shielding gates are in a closed state;

FIG. 3 is a top perspective view of a shield-gate apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present invention, wherein
the shielding gates are in an open state;

FIG. 41is atop perspective view of the shield-gate apparatus
of FIG. 2 positioned atop the first shielding container of FIG.
1 according to an embodiment of the present invention,
wherein the shielding gates are in the closed state.

FIG. 5is atop perspective view of the shield-gate apparatus
positioned atop the first shielding container, as shown in FI1G.
4, in partial cut-away and with the shielding gates in the
closed state;

FIG. 6 is a top perspective view of a transfer/work system
incorporating the shield-gate apparatus of FIG. 2 positioned
atop the first shielding container of FIG. 1, wherein the shield-
ing gates have been moved into an open state and wherein a
tool, in the form of a lift rigging is attached to a removable
shielding lid of the first shielding container;

FIG. 7 is a bottom perspective view of the transfer/work
system of FIG. 6, wherein the removable shielding lid of the
first shielding container has been lifted through a passageway
of'the shield-gate apparatus to a position in which the remov-
able shielding lid does not obstruct closing of the shielding
gates while minimizing radiation escape from the cavity of
the first shielding container;

FIG. 8 is atop perspective view of the transfer/work system
of FIG. 7, wherein the shielding gates have been moved to the
closed state and support the removable shielding lid thereon;

FIG. 9 is atop perspective view of the transfer/work system
of FIG. 8, wherein the removable shielding lid has been
removed and a shielding block has been positioned atop the
shield-gate apparatus to enclose a first opening into the pas-
sageway of the shield-gate apparatus;

FIG. 10 is a top perspective view of the transfer/work
system of FIG. 9, wherein the shielding block is positioned
atop the shield-gate apparatus, the shielding gates have been
moved into the open state, a tool in the form of an extension
wrench has been inserted through an offset tool port of the
shielding block;

FIG. 11 is a top perspective view of the transfer/work
system of FIG. 10, wherein a shielding plug has been inserted
into the offset tool port and a tool in the form of a grapple rod
has been has been inserted through a central tool port of the
shielding block to engage the removable pressure vessel lid of
the pressure vessel;



US 9,047,996 B2

5

FIG. 12 is a top perspective view of the transfer/work
system of FIG. 11, wherein the removable pressure vessel lid
has been lifted by the grapple rod to contact a bottom surface
of the shielding plug;

FIG. 13 is a top perspective view of the transfer/work
system of FIG. 12, wherein the removable pressure vessel lid
and the shielding plug have been lifted simultaneously by the
grapple rod to a position in which the removable pressure
vessel 1id does not obstruct closing of the shielding gates
while minimizing radiation escape from the cavity of the first
shielding container

FIG. 14 is a top perspective view of the transfer/work
system of FIG. 13, wherein the shielding gates have been
moved in a closed-state;

FIG. 15 is a top perspective view of the transfer/work
system of FIG. 14, wherein the removable pressure vessel lid
and the shielding plug have been removed and a second
shielding container, in the form of a gated transfer cask has
been positioned atop the shield-gate apparatus;

FIG. 16 is a top perspective view of the transfer/work
system of FIG. 15, wherein the shielding gates of the gated
transfer cask have been opened, the shielding gates of the
shield-gate apparatus have also been moved into the open
state, and a tool, in the form of a grapple rod has been inserted
through the gated transfer cask to engage the radioactive
payload, in the form of a filter;

FIG. 17 is a top perspective view of the transfer/work
system of FIG. 16, wherein the radioactive payload has been
lifted by the grapple rod from the pressure vessel within the
cavity of the first shielding container into a cavity of the gated
transfer cask;

FIG. 18 is a top perspective view of the transfer/work
system of FIG. 17, wherein the shielding gates of the gated
transfer cask have been closed; and

FIG. 19 is a top perspective view of the transfer/work
system of FIG. 18, wherein the gated transfer cask has been
lifted off the shield-gate apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following description of the preferred embodiment(s)
is merely exemplary in nature and is in no way intended to
limit the invention, its application, or uses. While the inven-
tion is exemplified in FIGS. 1-19 as being used in conjunction
with a radioactive payload in the form of a highly radioactive
filter, the invention is not so limited and the invention can be
used to transfer and/or perform work near any type of high
level radioactive materials and/or low level radioactive mate-
rials, including without limitation vitrified waste, spent
nuclear fuel, and canisterized radioactive materials.

Referring now to FIG. 1, a first shielding container 100 is
exemplified according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion is illustrated. In the exemplified embodiment, the first
shielding container 100 is a filter box assembly. In alternate
embodiments, the first shielding container 100 can be a stor-
age cask, a transfer cask, or other shielding structure used to
store and/or maintain radioactive materials (either tempo-
rarily or long-term). The first shielding container 100 is
designed to provide the necessary amount of radiation shield-
ing for the radioactive payload 300, thereby providing a radia-
tion containment housing that protects the external environ-
ment and nearby workers from radiation emanating from the
radioactive payload 300. Thus, in certain embodiments, the
housing 101 of the first shielding container 100 is formed of
a gamma radiation shielding material of engineered thick-
ness. Suitable gamma radiation shielding materials include,
without limitation, lead, steel, concrete, and combinations
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thereof. Furthermore, in alternate embodiments, the housing
101 of the first shielding container can include neutron
absorbing materials to adequately contain neutron radiation.

The housing 101 of the first shielding container 100 com-
prises a floor slab 101, a plurality of upstanding walls 102 and
aroofslab 103 that collectively form a first cavity 108 therein.
The roof slab 104 comprises a removable shielding lid 105
that is removably mounted to a fixed portion 106 of the roof
slab 104. In the exemplified embodiment, the removable
shielding lid 105 comprises a plug portion 105A and a flange
portion 105B. The removable shielding 1id 105 comprises a
bottom portion 105C (which is also the lowermost portion of
the plug portion 105A in the exemplified embodiment). The
removable shielding lid 105 also comprises a bottom surface
105D.

The removable shielding lid 105 is insertable into and
encloses a central opening 107 (FIG. 7) in the roof slab 104.
When inserted into the central opening 107, the flange portion
105B abuts against and contacts an annular shoulder 106 A of
the fixed portion 106, thereby supporting the removable
shielding lid 105 in the central opening 107. As discussed
above with respect to the other parts of the housing 101, the
removable shielding lid 105 is formed a suitable radiation
shielding material, such as a gamma radiation shielding mate-
rial.

As discussed in greater detail below, the removable shield-
ing lid 105 can be repetitively coupled and uncoupled from
the fixed portion 106 of the roof'slab 104. Moreover, as will be
described in greater detail below, the fixed portion 106 of the
roof slab 104 acts a landing structure that supports the gate
shield apparatus 400 during transfer or work procedures. If
desired, one or more fasteners can be utilized to secure the
removable shielding lid 105 to the fixed portion 106 of the
roof slab 104 in alternate embodiments. It should be noted
that the housing 101 of the first shielding container 100 can
take on a wide variety of structural configurations and shapes,
none of which are limiting of the repent invention unless
specifically claimed. For example, in one alternate embodi-
ment, the removable shielding 1id 104 can be coupled and
uncoupled directly to the upstanding walls 103, without the
need for a fixed portion 106. In such an embodiment, a portion
of the upstanding walls 103 (or additional and separate struc-
tures) can be used to support the shield-gate structure 400
during transtfer or work procedures.

The central opening 107 extends along an axis A-A, which
is also a central axis of the housing 101 and the first cavity
108. In the exemplified embodiment, the axis A-A is oriented
substantially vertical.

A pressure vessel 200 is disposed within the first cavity 104
of the first shielding container 100. The pressure vessel 200
comprises a pressure vessel body 201 and a removable pres-
sure vessel 1id 202 secured thereto by a plurality of fasteners
203. In the exemplified embodiment, the fasteners 203 are in
the form of bolts. The invention, however, is not so limited in
all embodiments and the fasteners 203 can take the form of
screws, latches, locking cams, or other structures that can be
used to secure lids to bodies. When the removable pressure
vessel 1id 202 is secured to the pressure vessel body 201, a
hermetically sealed pressure vessel chamber 204 is formed.
In the exemplified embodiment, the pressure vessel chamber
204 is hermetically isolated from the first cavity 108. Provid-
ing a hermetically sealable pressure vessel chamber 204 fur-
ther protects the environment by creating a fluidic contain-
ment boundary about the radioactive payload 300, which is
located within the pressure vessel chamber 204.

The pressure vessel body 201 and the removable pressure
vessel lid 202 can be formed of materials, such as steel or



US 9,047,996 B2

7

other metals. Of course other suitable materials can be uti-
lized. In the exemplified embodiment, the pressure vessel 200
does not provide the require radiation shielding for the radio-
active payload 300 and, thus, the first shielding container 100
is required. Gaskets and other sealing techniques can be used
between the pressure vessel body 201 and the removable
pressure vessel 1id 202 to form the desired hermetic sealing of
the pressure vessel chamber 204.

The pressure vessel 200 comprises a central axis, which in
the exemplified embodiment, is also axis A-A of FIG. 1. Thus,
conceptually, the central axis of the pressure vessel 200 can be
considered coaxial with the central axis of the opening 107 in
the roof slab 104. In alternate embodiments, the central axis
of pressure vessel 200 may be offset from the central axis of
the central opening 107. The plurality of fasteners 203 are
arranged in a circumferentially equi-spaced manner about the
axis A-A. In the exemplified embodiment, each of the plural-
ity of fasteners 203 are spaced from the axis A-A by the same
distance. In the embodiment exemplified, each of the fasten-
ers 204 can be considered to extend along a fastener axis F-F,
which is substantially parallel to and spaced apart from the
axis A-A by the same distance. Of course, the invention is not
so limited in all embodiments.

In the exemplified embodiment, the radial distance
between the fastener axes F-F and the axis A-A is less than the
radius of the central opening 107. As a result, each of the
fasteners 203 can be operated via the central opening 107
using a linear extension tool that remaining vertically ori-
ented when the removable shielding 1id 105 is removed there-
from.

Referring now to FIGS. 2 and 3 concurrently, a shield-gate
apparatus 400 according to one embodiment of the present
invention is illustrated. The shield-gate apparatus 400 com-
prises a body 401 and two shielding gates 402A, 402B mov-
able mounted within the body 401. The shielding gates 402A,
B are thick structures designed to provide the required degree
of radiation shielding to protect the environment and nearby
workers from the radiation emitted by the radioactive payload
300 when the shielding gates 402 A, 402B are used to enclose
the central opening 107 of the housing 101 of the first shield-
ing enclosure 100. As with the housing 101 of'the first shield-
ing container 100, the shielding gates 402 A, 402B are formed
of'a gamma radiation shielding material of engineered thick-
ness. Suitable gamma radiation shielding materials include,
without limitation, lead, steel, concrete, and combinations
thereof. Furthermore, in alternate embodiments, the shielding
gates 402 A, 402B can include neutron absorbing materials to
adequately contain neutron radiation.

In the exemplified embodiment, the body 401 comprises a
top plate 403, a bottom plate 404, a first wall plate 405, and a
second wall plate 406. The first and second wall plates 405,
406 connect the top and bottom plates 403, 404 to form a gate
chamber 407 in which the two shielding gates 402A, 402B are
mounted. As with the shielding gates 402A, 402B, each of the
plates 403-406 of the body 401 is formed of a gamma radia-
tion shielding material of engineered thickness. Suitable
gamma radiation shielding materials include, without limita-
tion, lead, steel, concrete, and combinations thereof. Further-
more, in alternate embodiments, the shielding gates 402A,
402B can include neutron absorbing materials to adequately
contain neutron radiation. As can be seen, the first and second
side walls 405 are substantially thicker than the top and bot-
tom plates 403, 404 because of they provide radiation shield-
ing during transfer of the radioactive payload 300 through the
shield-gate apparatus 400 (discussed below).

Each of the shielding gates 402A, 402B, are movable
mounted to the body 401 (and within the gate chamber 407)
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s0 as to be alterable between: (1) a closed state (FIG. 2); and
(2) an open state (FIG. 3). In the closed state, the shielding
gates 402A, 402B block the passageway 408 (described
below). In the open state, the shielding gates 402 A, 402B do
not obstruct the passageway 408. The passageway 408
extends along a central axis P-P. In the exemplified embodi-
ment, the shielding gates 402A, 402B slidably translate rela-
tive to the body 401. In one embodiment, sliding between the
shielding gates 402A, 402B and the body 401 can be accom-
plished by a suitably engineered low-friction interface
between the body and the shielding gates 402A, 402B. In
other embodiments, the sliding between the shielding gates
402A, 402B and the body 401 can be accomplished by rollers
and/or slide track systems. When the shielding gates 402A,
402B are moved between the open state and the closed state,
the shielding gates 402A, 402B move in opposite transverse
directions (transverse to the central axis P-P). Hooks 413 are
provided on the shielding gates 402A, 402B to provide a
mechanism by which the shielding gates 402A, 402B can be
grasped and moved between the open state and the closed
state. Stoppers 414 are provided on the body 401, and spe-
cifically on the bottom plate 404, that prohibit the shielding
gates 402A, 402B from being fully withdrawn from the gate
chamber 407 and separated from the body 401. While the
stoppers 414 are exemplified as posts, any protuberance or
mechanical interference structure can be utilized. The stop-
pers 414 extend upward from transverse flanges 415 of the
body 401, which are integrally formed with the bottom pate
404.

While two shielding gates 402A, 402B are used in the
exemplified embodiment to seal and open the passageway
408, more or less shielding gates can be used in alternate
embodiments of the shield-gate apparatus 400. In certain
embodiments, a single shielding gate can be used that covers
the entirety of the passageway 408 in the closed state. Fur-
thermore, while the shielding gates 402A, 402B are slidably
mounted to the body 401 in the exemplified embodiment, the
shielding gate(s) may be pivotably mounted to the body 401
in alternate embodiments so as to be pivotable between the
open state and the closed state.

A first opening 409 is provided in the top surface 410 of the
body and a second opening 411 is provided in the bottom
surface 412 of the body 401. The passageway 408 extends
through the body 401 from the first opening 409 to the second
opening 411, thereby forming a pathway through which vari-
ous components can be lifted through the shield-gate appa-
ratus 400 (discussed below). Conceptually, the passageway
408 is formed by the first opening 409, the second opening
411 and that portion of the gate chamber 407 that is aligned
with the first and second openings 409, 411.

The shield-gate apparatus 400 further comprises a retain-
ing feature 416. As will be described in greater detail below,
the retaining feature 416 is provided to prevent relative trans-
verse movement between the shield-gate apparatus 400 and a
component positioned atop the shield-gate apparatus 400
(such as the shielding block 500 and/or the second shielding
container 600). As also discussed below, the retaining feature
416 prevents relative transverse movement between the
shield-gate apparatus 400 and the component, while at the
same time allowing relative rotation between the shield-gate
apparatus 400 and the component about a rotational axis
(such as the central axis P-P). The retaining feature 416 also
allows the component to be separated from the shield-gate
apparatus 400 by simply lifting the component in an axial
direction away from the shield-gate apparatus 400.

In the exemplified embodiment, the retaining feature 416
comprises an inner side wall 417 of a retaining ring 418 that
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protrudes from the top surface 410 of the body 401. The inner
side wall 417, in the exemplified embodiment, circumferen-
tially surrounds the first opening 409 of the body 401 in a
radially spaced apart manner. As a result, an annular ledge
418 is formed in the stop surface 410 between the first open-
ing 409 and the inner side wall 417 of the retaining feature
416. While the retaining ring 418 is exemplified as a non-
interrupted and continuous annular structure, in alternate
embodiments, the retaining ring 418 can be segmented and
discontinuous.

In other contemplated embodiments, the retaining feature
416 can take the form of properly positioned pegs (or protu-
berances) that protrude from the top surface 410 of the body
in circumferentially spaced apart arrangement around the first
opening 409. In still other embodiments, the retaining feature
can be an outer side wall of a continuous annular groove
formed into the top surface 410 of the body 401 that is either
spaced from or adjacent the first opening 409. In such
embodiments, the component (such as the shielding block
500 and/or the second shielding container 600) may comprise
one or more protruding structures that slide axially into the
groove for nesting therein. In even other embodiments, the
retaining feature 416 can be the mere annular edge 420
(which acts as an upstanding side wall) that defines the first
opening 409. In such embodiments, the component (such as
the shielding block 500 and/or the second shielding container
600) may comprise a stepped surface that mates with the
annular edge 419.

The shield-gate apparatus 400 further comprises a plurality
of flanges 420 extending from the body 401 for securing the
shield-gate apparatus 400 to the first shielding container 100.
Lifting lugs 421 are also provided on the top surface 410 of
the body 401 to facilitate engagement and lifting of the shield-
gate apparatus 400 to position the shield-gate apparatus 400
atop the first shielding container 100.

Referring now to FIGS. 4-19, use of the shield-gate appa-
ratus 400 to transfer the radioactive payload 300 form the first
shielding container 100 to a second shielding container 600
will be described according to an embodiment of the present
invention. During this discussion, additional components of
the inventive system along with additional details of the struc-
tures discussed above will become apparent. Furthermore,
while the invention will be described below with respect to
the above-reference transfer procedure, it will become appar-
ent to those skilled in the art that the structures and concepts
discussed herein can be utilized to perform a wide variety of
work in cavities that house radioactive payloads, while at the
same protecting the external environment and nearby works
from potential radiation shine.

Referring specifically now to FIGS. 4 and 5 concurrently,
the shield-gate apparatus 400 is first positioned atop the first
shielding container 100. The bottom surface 412 of the
shield-gate apparatus 400 is in surface contact with the top
surface 151 of the first shielding container 100. The shield-
gate apparatus 400 is positioned atop the first shielding con-
tainer 100 in an alignment such that the central axis A-A of the
central opening 107 is substantially coaxial with the central
axis P-P of the passageway 408. Alignment pegs 150 that
extend from the fixed portion 106 of the roof slab 104 of the
first shielding container 100 extend through holes 422 (FIG.
3) of the flanges 420 of the shield-gate apparatus 400, thereby
prohibiting relative transverse movement between the shield-
gate apparatus 400 and the first shielding container 100.
Alternatively, fasteners that extend through the holes 422 and
into bores formed in the fixed portion 106 of the roof slab 104
can be used in addition to or instead of the alignment pins.
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At this stage, the shielding doors 402A, 402B are in the
closed state for ease of handling the shield-gate apparatus
400. However, in other embodiments, the shielding doors
402A, 402B may be in the open state if desired because the
removable shielding lid 205 is still in place and seals the
central opening 107 of the housing 101 of the first shielding
container 100.

Referring now to FIG. 6, once the shield-gate apparatus
400 is positioned atop the first shielding container 100 as
described above, the shielding gates 402A, 402B of the
shield-gate apparatus are moved from the closed-state to the
open state (if not previously done so). As a result, the pas-
sageway 408 through the body 401 is unobstructed by the
shielding gates 402A, 402B. A tool, in the form of a lifting rig
700, is then coupled to the removable shielding lid 105. The
lifting rig 700, which is part of a larger crane or other lifting
system, is then raised, thereby lifting the removable shielding
plug 105 out of the central opening 107 (shown in FIG. 6) to
araised position in which the removable shielding 1id 105 will
not obstruct the shielding gates 402A, 402B from being
moved back into the closed state (FIG. 7).

Referring now to FIG. 7, the aforementioned raised posi-
tion, and the benefits associated therewith, will be described
in greater detail. When in the exemplified raised position, the
bottom portion 105C of the removable shielding lid 105
remains within the passageway 408 of the shield-gate appa-
ratus 400 while the bottom surface 105D of the removable
shielding lid 105 is at an elevation (i.e., height) above the top
surfaces 450A, 4508 of the shielding gates 402,A, 402B.
Thought of another way, in the raised position, the bottom
surface 105D of the removable shielding 1id 105 is disposed
within the passageway 408 at a height above the shielding
gates 402A, 402B. Furthermore, the transverse cross-section
of the first opening 409 of the passageway 408 substantially
corresponds to the transverse cross-section of the bottom
portion 105C of the removable shielding lid 105 in both size
and shape. In one embodiment, the transverse cross-section
of'the first opening 409 of the passageway 408 is substantially
the same as the transverse cross-section of the bottom portion
105C of the removable shielding lid 105 in both size and
shape. Of course, a small tolerance must be provided for so
that the removable shielding lid 105 does not get stuck in the
first opening 409. In one embodiment, the tolerance is a
relational value and is less 5% of the radius of the bottom
portion 105D. In another embodiment, the tolerance is an
empirical value and is less than 2 inches.

The removable shielding lid 105 is maintained in the afore-
mentioned raised position until the shielding gates 402A,
402B are moved back into the closed state. By designing the
first opening 409 to have a transverse cross-section that sub-
stantially corresponds to the transverse cross-section of the
bottom portion 105C ofthe of the removable shielding lid 105
in both size and shape, and maintaining the removable shield-
ing lid 105 in the aforementioned raised position, the remov-
able shielding lid 105 itself prevents any substantial radiation
shine to exit the passageway 408, despite the shielding gates
402A, 402B remaining open. In another embodiment, a suit-
able alternate raised position is achieved when the bottom
surface 105D of the removable shielding 1id 105 is substan-
tially flush with the top surface 410 of the body 401 of the
shield-gate apparatus 400.

Referring now to FIG. 8, once the removable shielding lid
105 is in the raised position shown in FIG. 7 (or the alternative
raised position recited above), the shielding gates 402A,
402B moved into the closed state. The removable shielding
1id 105 is then removed from the vicinity. Alternatively, it can
be uncoupled from the lifting rig 700 and allowed to rest atop
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the shielding gates 402A, 402B until the next step in the
procedure is ready in an effort to even further improve radia-
tion shielding.

Referring now to FIG. 9, once the removable shielding lid
105 is out of the way, it is replaced by a shielding block 500.
The shielding block 500 is positioned atop the shield-gate
apparatus 400 to enclose the first opening 409. The shield
block 500 is formed of a gamma radiation shielding material
of engineered thickness. Suitable gamma radiation shielding
materials include, without limitation, lead, steel, concrete,
and combinations thereof. Furthermore, in alternate embodi-
ments, the shielding gates 402A, 402B can include neutron
absorbing materials to adequately contain neutron radiation.
While the shielding gate 500 has a circular transverse cross-
section in the exemplified embodiment, the shielding gate
500 can take on other shapes as desired in other embodiments.

The shielding gate 500 is positioned atop the shield-gate
apparatus 400 such that mechanical interference between the
shielding block 500 and the retaining feature 416 prevents
relative transverse movement between the shielding block
500 and the shield-gate apparatus 400. Despite the existence
of this mechanical interference that prevent relative lateral
movement, the retaining feature 416 allows relative rotation
between the shielding block 500 and the shield-gate appara-
tus 400 about a central axis R-R of the shielding block 500.
Thus, in the exemplified embodiment, the central axis R-R of
the shielding block 500 is also the axis of rotation. In other
embodiments, the central axis R-R of the shielding block 500
can be offset from the axis of rotation. Furthermore, in the
exemplified embodiment, the central axis R-R of the shield-
ing block 500 (which is also the axis of rotation) is substan-
tially coaxial with the axis A-A of'the central opening 107 and
the central axis P-P of the passageway 408 of the shield-gate
apparatus 400. In alternate embodiments, one or more of the
aforementioned axes may be offset from one another.

In the exemplified embodiment, the shielding block 500 is
positioned atop the shield-gate apparatus 400 so that a perim-
eter portion of the bottom surface 501 of the shielding block
500 is in surface contact with the annular ledge 418 while a
side surface 502 of the shielding block 500 is retained by the
retaining feature 416. The shielding gates 402A, 402B are
closed during the positioning of the shielding block 500 atop
shield-gate apparatus.

The shielding block 500 comprises a plurality of tool ports
503, 504 that extend through the shielding block 500 from the
top surface 505 to the bottom surface 501. The tool ports 503,
504 form vertical passageways through the shielding block
500 so that selected tools can be extended therethrough. In the
exemplified embodiment, the shielding block 500 comprises
a first tool port 504 that is offset a distance from the rotational
axis of the shielding block 500 by a distance (which is also the
central axis R-R in the exemplified embodiment). As dis-
cussed further below, the first tool port 504 has a tool port axis
T-T that is spaced from the rotational axis R-R by a distance
that is substantially the same as the distance by which the
fastener axis F-F is spaced from axis A-A (FIG. 1). As aresult,
the shielding block 500 can be rotated about the rotational
axis R-R so that the tool port axis T-T can be selectively
oriented in substantially coaxial alignment with each of the
fastener axes F-F. Thus, work can be performed through the
first tool port 504 at a variety of circumferential locations. In
the exemplified embodiment, the work is performed on the
fasteners 203 and the tool part axis T-T is substantially par-
allel to the rotational axis R-R.

The shielding block 500 also comprises a second tool port
504 that is aligned with (i.e. coextensive) with the rotational
axis of the shielding block 500 (which is also the central axis
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R-R in the exemplified embodiment). Of course, more or less
tool ports can be provided in the shielding block 500 as
necessary.

A shielding plug 506 is removably located within each of
the first and second tool ports 503, 504. The shielding plugs
506 are formed of a gamma radiation shielding material as
discussed above. The shielding plugs 506 are positioned
within the tool ports 503, 504 to prevent unnecessary radia-
tion escape when the tool port is not in use.

Referring now to FIG. 10, once the shielding block 500 is
in position atop the shield-gate apparatus 400 as discussed
above, the shielding gates 402A, 402B are moved into the
open state. As a result, the passageway 408 through the
shield-gate apparatus is once again unobstructed. The shield-
ing plug 506 is then removed from the first tool port 504,
thereby providing an access pathway through the shielding
block 500 so that work within the first cavity 104 can be
performed by a tool, which in the exemplified embodiment is
an extension wrench 800. The extension wrench has a shaft
portion 801, head portion 802, and a control arm portion 803.
Thehead portion 802 is inserted through the first tool port 504
and into the cavity 104 until it engages one of the fasteners
203 A of pressure vessel 200. At this stage the shaft portion
801 extends from inside the first cavity 104 to outside of the
system where it is coupled to the control arm portion 802. As
shown in FIG. 10, the shielding block 500 is in a first rota-
tional position such that the tool port axis T-T (see FIG. 9) is
substantially coaxial with the fastener axis F-F (see FIG. 1)
defined by the fastener 203 A. As aresult of this alignment, the
head portion 802 of the extension wrench 800 can be fitted
over the fastener 203 A and subsequently rotated to unfasten
and remove the fastener 203 A from the pressure vessel 200.
The shielding block 500 could have been positioned atop the
shield-gate apparatus 400 so as to be already in the desired
first rotational position, or the shielding block 500 may have
been subsequently rotated into the first rotational position
after initial placement.

Once the work is complete for fastener 203 A, the shielding
block 500 is rotated about the rotational axis R-R in either the
clockwise or counterclockwise direction until the tool axis
T-T of the first tool port 504 (FIG. 9) is substantially coaxial
with the fastener axis F-F (FIG. 1) of another one of the
fasteners 203B. The unfastening and removal process dis-
cussed above is then completed for this second fastener 203B.
The aforementioned rotation and work sequence is repeated
until all of the fasteners 203 are unfastened and removed,
thereby freeing the removable pressure vessel lid 202 for
removal from the pressure vessel body 201. Rotation of the
shield block 500 can be performed with or without the exten-
sion wrench 800 remaining inserted through the first tool port
504.

Rotation of the shielding plug 500 can be achieved by a
motor or other rotary mechanism that is either directly or
indirectly coupled to the shielding plug 500. In one embodi-
ment, rotation of the shielding plug 500 is accomplished by
properly changing the orientation and/or position of the con-
trol arm portion 802 of the extension wrench 800. In such an
embodiment, the motion of the control arm portion 802 is
converted into rotation motion of the shielding block 500 via
the shaft portion 801. In still other embodiments, separate
control arms, pulleys, or linkages can be operably coupled to
the shielding plug 500 at one end and operably coupled to a
motor at a second end to achieve the desired rotary motion. In
still other embodiments, a rotary platform can be placed into
contact with the shielding block 500, or can be built therein.
Other motion inducing forces are also contemplated, includ-
ing magnetic attraction/repulsion that can be selectively acti-
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vated through electrical current (i.e., electromagnets). In such
an embodiment, properly positioned magnets will be posi-
tioned in the shielding plug 500 and along the gate-shield
apparatus 400.

Referring now to FIG. 11, once the fasteners 203 have all
been properly removed, a shielding plug 506 is inserted into
the first tool port 504 while the shielding plug 506 from the
second tool port 503 is removed. Another tool, in the form of
a grapple rod 900 is inserted through the second tool port 503
along the axis A-A until it engages a lifting lug 205 of the
removable pressure vessel lid 202. Engagement between the
grapple rod 900 and the lifting lug 205 can be accomplished
through a threaded connection that is accomplished by rotat-
ing the grapple rod 900 about the axis A-A. As a result, the
grapple rod 900 engages the removable pressure vessel lid
202 of the pressure vessel 200.

Referring now to FIG. 12, once the grapple rod 900
engages the removable pressure vessel 1id 202, the removable
pressure vessel lid 202 is lifted upward in the first cavity 104
until it passes into the passageway 408 of the shield-gate
apparatus and contacts the bottom surface 502 of the shield-
ing block 500. At this stage, the removable pressure vessel lid
202 is located within the passageway 408 of the shield-gate
apparatus 400.

Referring now to FIG. 13, once the removable pressure
vessel lid 202 contacts the bottom surface 502 of the shielding
block 500, the grapple rod 900 continues to be raised. As a
result, the removable pressure vessel lid 202 and the shielding
block 500 are lifted upward. During this movement, the
removable pressure vessel lid 202 acts as a flange (or washer)
of the grapple rod 900 that engages the shielding block 500.

Upward lifting of the combined removable pressure vessel
lid 202 and shielding block 500 is continued until the raised
position is achieved (illustrated in FIG. 13). In the raised
position, neither the removable pressure vessel lid 202 nor the
shielding block 500 will obstruct the shielding gates 402A,
402B from being moved back into the closed state (FIG. 14).
When in the exemplified raised position of FIG. 13, a bottom
portion 202B of the removable pressure vessel lid 202
remains within the passageway 408 of the shield-gate appa-
ratus 400 while the bottom surface 202A of the removable
pressure vessel lid 202 is at an elevation (i.e., height) above
the top surfaces 450A, 450B of the shielding gates 402A,
402B. Thought of another way, in the raised position, the
bottom surface 202 A of the removable pressure vessel lid 202
is disposed within the passageway 408 at a height above the
shielding gates 402A, 402B. Furthermore, the transverse
cross-section of the first opening 409 of the passageway 408
substantially corresponds to the transverse cross-section of
the bottom portion 202B of the removable pressure vessel lid
202 in both size and shape. In one embodiment, the transverse
cross-section of the first opening 409 of the passageway 408
is substantially the same as the transverse cross-section of the
bottom portion 202A of the removable pressure vessel lid 202
in both size and shape. Of course, a small tolerance must be
provided for so that the removable pressure vessel lid 202
does not get stuck in the first opening 409. In one embodi-
ment, the tolerance is a relational value and is less 5% of the
radius of the bottom portion 202A. In another embodiment,
the tolerance is an empirical value and is less than 2 inches.

The removable pressure vessel 1id 202 is maintained in the
aforementioned raised position until the shielding gates
402A, 402B are moved back into the closed state. By design-
ing the first opening 409 to have a transverse cross-section
that substantially corresponds to the transverse cross-section
of the bottom portion 202A of the of the removable pressure
vessel lid 202 in both size and shape, and maintaining the
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removable pressure vessel lid 202 in the aforementioned
raised position, the removable pressure vessel lid 202 itself
helps prevents any substantial radiation shine to exit the pas-
sageway 408, despite the shielding gates 402 A, 402B remain-
ing open. In another embodiment, a suitable alternate raised
position is achieved when the bottom surface 202A of the
removable pressure vessel lid 202 is substantially flush with
the top surface 410 of the body 401 of the shield-gate appa-
ratus 400.

Referring now to FIG. 14, once the combined (and stacked)
removable pressure vessel lid 202 and the shielding block 500
are in the raised position shown in FIG. 13 (or the alternative
raised position recited above), the shielding gates 402A,
402B are moved into the closed state. The combined (and
stacked) removable pressure vessel 1id 202 and the shielding
block 500 is then removed from the vicinity.

Referring now to FIG. 15, once the once the combined (and
stacked) removable pressure vessel 1id 202 and the shielding
block 500 is out of the way, a second shielding container 200
is brought in. In the exemplified embodiment, the second
shielding container 200 is in the form of a gated transfer cask
600. Other shielding containers can, of course, be used,
including non-gated transfer casks. As with the first shielding
container 100, the gated transfer cask 600 provides the
required radiation shielding for the radioactive payload once
it is transferred into the second cavity 601 of the gated transfer
cask 600.

The gated transfer cask 600 comprises a transfer cask
shield-gate 602 and a structure 603 protruding from a bottom
surface 604 of the transfer cask shield-gate 602. The gated
transfer cask 600 is first positioned atop the shield-gate appa-
ratus 400 so that the second cavity 602 of the transfer cask in
axial alignment with the first opening 409 of the shield-gate
apparatus 400. When so aligned, the structure 603 of the gated
transfer cask 600 protrudes into and nests within the retaining
ring 418 of the shield-gate apparatus 400. As a result, the
retaining ring 418 prevents relative transverse movement
between the gated transfer cask 600 and the shield-gate appa-
ratus 400. The shielding gates 603 A, 603B of the gated trans-
fer cask are then moved into an open state, shown in FIG. 15
(if not already in said open state). In certain embodiments, the
gated transfer cask 600 may be secured to the shield-gate
apparatus 400 via fasteners or other means.

Referring now to FIG. 16, once the gate transfer cask 600
is in position as described above, the shielding gates 402A,
402B of the shield-gate apparatus are moved back into the
open state. As a result an unobstructed passageway is formed
from the second cavity 601 of the gated transfer cask 600 all
the way into the pressure vessel body 201 so that the radio-
active load 300 can be manipulated. A grapple rod 1000 is
then inserted through a port 606 in the lid 607 of the gated
transfer cask 600. The grapple rod 1000 is lowered through
the second cavity 602, through the passageway 408, through
the central opening 107, through the first cavity 104, and into
the open ended pressure vessel chamber body 204 where it
engages the radioactive load 300. Engagement of the radio-
active payload 300 can be accomplished in a variety of man-
ners, including achieving a threaded connection as discussed
above.

Referring now to FIG. 17, once the radioactive payload 300
is engaged, the grapple rod 1000 is lifted upward so that the
radioactive payload 300 passes out of the pressure vessel
chamber 204, through the first cavity 104, through the central
opening 107, through the passageway 408, and into the sec-
ond cavity 602 of the gated transfer cask 600. The shielding
gates 603A, 603B of the gated transfer cask 600 are then
closed (FIG. 18), the grappling rod 1000 is uncoupled from
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the radioactive payload 300, and the gated transfer cask 600
(with its payload) is lifted off and away from the shield-gate
apparatus 400.

As used throughout, ranges are used as shorthand for
describing each and every value that is within the range. Any
value within the range can be selected as the terminus of the
range. In addition, all references cited herein are hereby
incorporated by referenced in their entireties. In the event of
a conflict in a definition in the present disclosure and that of'a
cited reference, the present disclosure controls.

While the invention has been described with respect to
specific examples including presently preferred modes of
carrying out the invention, those skilled in the art will appre-
ciate that there are numerous variations and permutations of
the above described systems and techniques. It is to be under-
stood that other embodiments may be utilized and structural
and functional modifications may be made without departing
from the scope of the present invention. Thus, the spirit and
scope of the invention should be construed broadly as set forth
in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of transferring a radioactive payload from a
first shielding container to a second shielding container com-
prising:

a) positioning a shield-gate apparatus atop the first shield-
ing container, the shield-gate apparatus comprising a
body, a passageway extending along an axis through the
body from a first opening in a top surface of the body to
a second opening in a bottom surface of the body, and
one or more movable shielding gates;

b) opening the one or more shielding gates of the shield-
gate apparatus;

c) lifting a removable shielding lid of the first shielding
container through the passageway until the removable
shielding lid is above the one or more shielding gates and
closing the one or more shielding gates of the shield-gate
apparatus;

d) positioning a shielding block atop the shield-gate struc-
ture to enclose the first opening, the shielding block
comprising a central axis and a first tool port offset from
the central axis of the shielding block;

e) removing a first shielding plug from the first tool port
and opening the one or more shielding gates of the
shield-gate apparatus;

f) rotating the shielding block about the central axis of the
shielding block to a first rotational position;

g) inserting a first tool through the first tool port and remov-
ing one of a plurality of fasteners that secure a removable
pressure vessel lid to a pressure vessel body using the
first tool, the radioactive payload positioned within the
pressure vessel;

h) rotating the shielding block about the central axis from
the first rotational position to a second rotational posi-
tion;

1) removing another one of the plurality of fasteners using
the first tool;

j) removing a second radiation shielding plug from a sec-
ond tool port of the shielding block that is aligned with
the central axis of the shielding block;

k) inserting a second tool through the second tool port and
lifting the pressure vessel lid through the passageway
using the second tool until the pressure vessel lid con-
tacts the shielding block;

D) lifting both the shielding block and the removable pres-
sure vessel lid using the second tool until the removable
pressure vessel lid is above the one or more gates of the
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shield-gate apparatus and closing the one or more
shielding gates of the shield-gate apparatus;

m) positioning a second shielding container atop the
shield-gate apparatus and opening the one or more
shielding gates of the shield-gate apparatus; and

n) lifting the radioactive payload through the passageway
and into a second cavity of the second shielding con-
tainer.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the one or more shielding
gates are movable between: (1) aclosed state in which the one
or more shielding gates block the passageway; and (2) an
open state in which the one or more shielding gates do not
obstruct the passageway.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the removable shielding
lid has a bottom portion having a transverse cross-section that
substantially corresponds to a transverse cross-section of the
first opening in the top surface of the body of the shield-gate
apparatus in both size and shape, and wherein step ¢) further
comprises maintaining the removable shielding lid in a posi-
tion in which either: (1) a bottom surface of the removable
shielding 1id is disposed within the passageway at a height
above the one or more shielding gates; or (2) the bottom
surface of the removable shielding lid is substantially flush
with the top surface of the body of the shield-gate apparatus,
during the closing of the one or more shielding gates.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the removable pressure
vessel 1id has a bottom portion having a transverse cross-
section that substantially corresponds to a transverse cross-
section ofthe first opening in the top surface of the body of the
shield-gate apparatus in both size and shape, and wherein step
1) further comprises maintaining the shielding block and the
removable pressure vessel lid in a position in which either: (1)
a bottom surface of the removable pressure vessel 1id is dis-
posed within the passageway at a height above the one or
more shielding gates; or (2) the bottom surface of the remov-
able pressure vessel lid is substantially flush with the top
surface of the body of the shield-gate apparatus, during the
closing of the one or more shielding gates.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein in the first rotational
position, a first port axis of the first tool port is substantially
coaxial with a first fastener axis of the one of the plurality of
fasteners, and wherein in the second rotational position, the
first port axis of the first tool port is substantially coaxial with
a second fastener axis of the another one of the plurality of
fasteners.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the shield-gate apparatus
further comprises a retaining feature, and wherein step d)
further comprises positioning the shielding block atop the
shield-gate structure so that the retaining feature prevents
relative transverse movement between the shielding block
and the shield-gate apparatus while allowing relative rotation
between the shielding block and the shield-gate apparatus
about the central axis of the shielding block.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein the second shielding
container comprises a shield-gate and a structure protruding
from a bottom surface of the shield-gate, and wherein step m)
further comprises positioning the second shielding container
atop the shield-gate apparatus so that interaction between the
structure and the retaining feature of the shield-gate apparatus
prevents relative transverse movement between the second
shielding container and the shield-gate apparatus.

8. A method of providing access to a radioactive payload
located within a first cavity of a first shielding container, the
method comprising:

a) positioning a shield-gate apparatus atop the first shield-

ing container, the shield-gate apparatus comprising a
body, a passageway extending along an axis through the
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body from a first opening in a top surface of the body to
a second opening in a bottom surface of the body, and
one or more movable shielding gates that are open; and

b) lifting a removable shielding lid of the first shielding
container through the passageway and closing the one or
more shielding gates of the shield-gate apparatus,
wherein the removable shielding lid is maintained in a
position in which either: (1) a bottom surface of the
removable shielding lid is disposed within the passage-
way at a height above the one or more shielding gates; or
(2) the bottom surface of the removable shielding lid is
substantially flush with the top surface of the body of the
shield-gate apparatus, during the closing of the one or
more shielding gates.

9. A method of providing access to a radioactive payload
located within a pressure vessel disposed within a first cavity
of a first shielding container, the method comprising:

a) positioning a shield-gate apparatus atop the first shield-
ing container, the shield-gate apparatus comprising a
body, a passageway extending along an axis through the
body from a first opening in a top surface of the body to
a second opening in a bottom surface of the body, and
one or more movable shielding gates that are open;

b) positioning a shielding block atop the shield-gate appa-
ratus to enclose the first opening;

¢) inserting a tool through a tool port in the shielding block
and engaging with the tool a removable pressure vessel
lid that has been unfastened from a pressure vessel body;

d) lifting the removable pressure vessel lid through the
passageway until the removable pressure vessel lid con-
tacts the shielding block with the tool; and

e) lifting both the shielding block and the removable pres-
sure vessel lid using the tool until the removable pres-
sure vessel lid is above the one or more gates of the
shield-gate apparatus and closing the one or more
shielding gates of the shield-gate apparatus.

10. The method of claim 9 wherein step e) further com-

prises maintaining the shielding block and the removable
pressure vessel lid in a position in which either: (1) a bottom
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surface of the removable pressure vessel lid is disposed within
the passageway at a height above the one or more shielding
gates; or (2) the bottom surface of the removable pressure
vessel lid is substantially flush with the top surface of the
body of the shield-gate apparatus, during the closing of the
one or more shielding gates.

11. The method of claim 9 wherein step ¢) further com-
prises removing a shielding plug from the tool port prior to
inserting the tool through the tool port.

12. A method of working within a first cavity of a first
shielding container containing a radioactive payload, the sys-
tem comprising:

a) positioning a shield-gate apparatus atop the first shield-
ing container, the shield-gate apparatus comprising a
body, a passageway extending along an axis through the
body from a first opening in a top surface of the body to
a second opening in a bottom surface of the body, and
one or more movable shielding gates that are open;

b) positioning a shielding block atop the shield-gate appa-
ratus to enclose the first opening, the shielding block
comprising a tool port that is offset from an axis of
rotation of the shielding block;

¢) inserting a tool through the tool port and into the first
cavity;

d) rotating the shielding block relative to the first shielding
container about the rotational axis from a first rotational
position to a second rotational position, wherein the tool
performs work at the first rotational position and at the
second rotational position.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein step d) further com-
prises preventing relative transverse movement between the
shielding block and the shield-gate apparatus during said
rotation.

14. The method of claim 13 wherein relative transverse
movement between the shielding block and the shield-gate
apparatus during said rotation is prevented by interaction
between a retaining feature of the shield-gate apparatus and
the shielding block.



